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“Negotiation, not weapons, will bring peace”, says ASG as
VGU hosts ‘National Negotiation Competition’

In a world shaken by bloody
wars, negotiations, not weapons,
are the only way to achieve
peace.

This was stated by Shri
Rajdeepak Rastogi, Additional
Solicitor General of India, Ra-
jasthan High Court, while speak-
ing at National Negotiation
Competition organised by Jaipur
based Vivekananda Global
University, a NAAC A+ University,
on Saturday. Shri Rastogi served
as Advocate General twice.

As many as 30 teams from
different universities and colleges
from across the country, including
National Law Universities, partic-
ipaed in this two-day event high-
lighting the competition's
commitment to fairness and qual-
ity in the legal field.

The top four teams from initial
rounds made it to the semi-finals
and, finally, the grand finale
which happened on November 5,
2023. One of the key highlights of
the event was the opening
speech delivered by Dr. Lalit K.

Panwar, the Chairperson of
VGU,followed by insightful
addresses from eminent

personalities shared his experi-

ences W|th Shr| RK. Rastogl and
gave an inspirational message, "l
will practice until | become
perfect."

Dr. K. Ram, IPS (Retd.), Chair-
man VTS & Chief Patron, VGU,
emphasized the significance of
interaction between faculties and
students and encouraged eve-
ryone to make the most of abun-
dant opportunities today. He
noted, "There was a time in India
when there were limited jobs, but

today, there are ample
opportunities, and they should be
grabbed."

Dr. Shilpa Rao Rastogi, the Head

of the Department of Law and
Convenor of the event,
highlighted the importance of
negotiation in personal and
professional life and its impact on
achieving success. She empha-
sized, "Negotiation plays a piv-
otal role in our personal and
professional lives. It has a signif-
icant impact on our success."

Additionally, the competition
received a notable message of
appreciation from the Hon'ble
Prime Minister of India, Shri
Narendra Modi, commending the
collaborative efforts of Shri
Rajdeepak Rastogi and VGU.

Message from the CEO

| am excited to acknowledge the
efforts put by the students to
launch the monthly newsletter
“The VGU Times” of
Vivekananda Global University, a
NAAC A+ University. It is going to
be an interactive platform and
aims at engaging the students as
well as the faculty members to
give vent to their thoughts and
ideas.

Students need a medium to
showcase their creativity, ideas
and innovation.

And what better medium can
there be than an online Newslet-
ter for it allows expression of
thoughts, ideas, creativity and
much more.

The Newsletter will not only con-
tain information about various ac-
ademic, cultural and other events
organized by the University but
also provide updates on the re-
searches being carried out at the
Institution.

It will be a bridge between the
students and the faculty as well
as the senior authorities.

The Newsletter has been de-
signed in such a way that it is a
full product which not only keeps
in touch with the present students
but also the alumni.

It will also contain updates on ca-
reer avenues, jobs, national and

international news besides other
issues concerning education, cul-
ture and science.

Readers can access the
Newsletter anytime and from
anywhere from any device. It is
user-friendly and adaptive.
Students will also learn valuable
skills (writing, editing, designing,
photography).

A digital newsletter will provide
the basis to learn these skKills,
embrace these skills, or refine
these skills. At times we actually
don’t realize that we have the po-
tential and flair for writing. They
can realize their potential through
the Newsletter.

The Newsletter will also go a long
way in developing reading habits
among the students which is so
very important.

We live in a digital age which has
made communication easy and
quick, so the newsletter will be in
Digital format.

Being one of the biggest univer-
sities in Rajasthan having around
9000 students from across the
country and also different parts of
the world, VGU fully understands
its enormous responsibility to-
ward churning out informed citi-
zens from its campus.

And The VGU Times will do ex-
actly that.

|
Keeping in line with its social re-
sponsibility, Jaipur based
Vivekananda Global University
(VGU), a NAAC A+ University, or-
ganized a Blood Donation Camp
on Sunday in which a large num-
ber of students, teachers and
others voluntarily donated blood.
It was the 15th Blood Donation
Camp in collaboration with vari-
ous hospitals, including Sawai
Man Singh Hospital, Rukmini
Devi Jaipuria Hospital, Mahatma
Gandhi  Hospital, Santokba
Durlabh Ji Hospital, EHCC Hos-
pital, GuruKul Blood Bank, and
Suman Blood Bank. The event
was jointly organised by VGU
and the Rotary Club. Dr. Rajeev
Bagarhatta, the Principal of
Sawai Man Singh Hospital, and
Dr. Sudhir Bhandari, Vice-

Chancellor of Rajasthan University
of Health and Sciences, graced
the event as chief guests. Shri
Arun Palavat, president of the

Rotary Club, and Rajiv
Pabuwala, project director, were
also present in the program. Er.
Onkar Bagaria, C&FO of the
University family, were in
attendance.The atmosphere at
the camp buzzed with enthusi-
asm and a strong sense of
purpose. What set VGU's blood
donation camp apart was the
unwavering dedication of the en-
tire community whether it was a
student, driven by the desire to
make a difference or a faculty
member leading by example,
everyone played their part with
utmost sincerity. The alumni, too,
demonstrated their commitment

to the cause by returning to their
alma mater to participate, further
strengthening the bond with the
VGU family. The event withessed
an overwhelming turnout, en-
compassing not only VGU
students, faculty, and staff
members but also alumni, family
members, and residents from
nearby villages, all joining hands
contributed to this noble cause.
In his welcome address VGU
Shri Onkar Bagaria said that the
University had been organizing
blood donation camps for the
past eight years.

“We are conscious of our social
responsibility,’he added.

He alsocommended the collective
effort of the VGU community and
emphasized the importance of
such initiatives in building a
compassionate society.

"Our annual blood donation
camp is not just an event; it's a
tradition that embodies our
values of empathy and service.

| am immensely proud of what we
have achieved today, “ he
said.VGU registrar Dr Praveen
Choudhry thanked the partici-
pants for making the event a suc-
cess.

Vivekananda Global University: A
NAAC A+ accredlted univeristy

Vivekananda Global University offers
a globally recognised education sys-
tem and curriculum to prepare you
for the future. VGU, Jaipur is the
leading private University of Ra-

jasthan, established by the Ra-
jasthan State Assembly Act 11/2012
and sponsored by Bagaria Education
Trust.

The university is known for its educa-
tion  policies, teaching-learning
processes, research, innovation, en-
trepreneurship and placements. It of-
fers courses in Engineering,
Architecture, Medical Science, De-
sign, Basic and Applied Science,
Management, Law, Humanities, Agri-
culture, Hospitality and Journalism
and Mass Communications. Being
just 10 years young, VGU has be-
come the fastest and the youngest
growing University in India, accred-
ited with GradeA+ National Assess-
ment and Accreditation Council
(NAAC), an autonomous institute to
assess Higher Education. It means

VGU has quality education, re-
sources, infrastructure, faculty, re-
search, governance, and student
services as per NAAC standards.
VGU scored highest in the First cycle
of NAAC accreditation.

Besides NAAC, VGU is accredited
and recognised by various National
and International Academic and Pro-
fessional organisations.

VGU is among the top universities in
India and has received many
awards.

The university offers courses in En-
gineering, Architecture, Medical Sci-
ence, Design, Basic and Applied
Science, Management, Law, Human-
ities, Agriculture, Hospitality, Journal-
ism and Mass Communications.
Being just 10 years young, VGU has
become the fastest and the youngest
growing University in India, accred-
ited with GradeA+ National Assess-
ment and Accreditation Council
(NAAC), an autonomous institute to
assess Higher Education. It means
VGU has quality education, re-
sources, infrastructure, faculty, re-
search, governance, and student
services as per NAAC standards.
VGU scored highest in the First cycle
of NAAC accreditation. Besides
NAAC, VGU is accredited and recog-
nised by various National and Inter-
national Academic and Professional
organisations. VGU is among the top
universities in India and has received
many awards.




Vivekananda Global University
organises "Face of VGU" event

Vivekananda Global University
(VGU), a NAAC A+ University,
organised the much-awaited
"Face of VGU" event on
Wednesday, October 18, show-
casing an impressive blend of
talent and charisma. The event
featured distinguished guests in-
cluding, Mr. Swatantra Mishra,
the current Head of Patrika Dot-
com and Ms. Harshil Kalia, a
well-known television anchor,
gracing the occasion.

Also in attendance were various
experts from diverse fields, in-
cluding modeling and radio like
RJ Mohit, alongside RJ Nupur
from 94.3 MY FM.

The event commenced with a
glamorous ramp walk by the top
six contestants, representing var-
ious departments within VGU.
The line-up included outstanding
contestants from the Department
of Journalism and Mass Commu-
nication, the Design Department,
Forensic Science, and many
others.

The second round of the
competition witnessed judges
meticulously evaluating each
contestant's confidence, commu-
nication skills, and general

!
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Some contestant
captivated the audience through
impressive dance performances
and melodic songs.After careful

knowledge.

deliberations, the esteemed
panel of experts announced the
names of the winners. The title of
"Face of VGU" was awarded to
the following individuals, who
shone brightly in their respective
fields like Subhalakshmi from the
Design Department, Sakshi
Khandelwal from the Department
of Journalism and Mass Commu-
nication, Aryan Pandey representing
the Architecture Department Van-

shika, a student from the Hotel
Management program, Muskan
Sharma excelling in LLB studies
and many others. The "Face of
VGU" event showcased the
incredible talent and diversity
within the Vivekananda Global
University community. The
winners along with their exceptio-
nal talents, are sure to leave a
lasting impact and inspire many
within the VGU campus and
beyond. The atmosphere of the uni-
versity during the event was electrify-
ing. As students, thoroughly enjoyed
this cheerful event.

Hard work is key to
success -Ruma Devi

Well known social activist and
fashion designer Ruma Devi said
that hard work and determination
were key to success and one
should not be afraid of them if
one wanted to succeed.

Ms. Ruma Devi visited the cam-
pus and met the varsity’s vice-
chairperson ad educationist Dr
K.R.Bagaria and discussed is-
sues related to women empower-
ment and education.

During their discussions in which
VGU president Prof Vijay Vir
Singh, C &FO Onkar Bagaria and
others were present, Ruma Devi
said that her organisation was
working in the field of women em-
powerment and women’s educa-
tion in Barmer district of
Rajasthan.

She said that around 30 thou-
sand women were currently as-
sociated with her organisation,
who were earning their livelihood
by working as artisans and de-
signers.

Ruma Devi also proposed to hold
a state wide event on the occa-
sion of the International Girl Child
Day on October 11 in collabora-
tion with VGU. Dr Bagaria assur-

ed her that the University would
extend all possible help in this
event.

Ruma Devi also heaped praise
on the VGU for doing a com-
mendable job in the field of edu-
cation. She also shared her initial
struggle in her life and said that
she had lost her mother when
she was only four.

I was married at an early age of
17....I could not study beyond 8th
standard....my husband was also
5th standard pass out,” she said.
A ‘Nari Shakti Prize’ awardee,
Ruma Devi was now a famous
name in the field of social service
and fashion designing. She has
visited USA and other foreign
countries and has been praised
for her works in the field of
women empowerment.

Student Mrunal Vidhani at VGU

A young innovator from Ma-
hasamund, Chhattisgarh, Ms.
Mrunal Vidhani, who is currently
pursuing her studies at
Vivekananda Global University
(VGU) in Jaipur, has been
granted the copyright for a
fingerpaint brush created by her,
by the Government of India. She
crafted this brush by collecting
fibers from 'khatti' trees in a small
village in Mahasamund.

The official website of the Indian
government and the college ad-

ministration informed Mrunal
about this achievement via email.
Mrunal Vidhani's
accomplishment has  been
lauded by all the deans,
professors, college staff, and
fellow students at Vivekananda
Global University. Mrunal Vid-
hani, the daughter of media
professional Uttara Vidhani, is a
graduate in biology from Vedanta
School, and she enrolled at VGU
in Jaipur to pursue a degree in
forensic science. She is currently
in the fifth semester of her
studies.

Mrunal received congratulations
from the Forensic Science HOD
Professor Umama Ahmed and

other professors at Vivekananda
University. On this occasion,
VGU's Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Vijayveer Singh, expressed his
delight and mentioned that this is
a matter of pride for our
university. He extended congrat-
ulations to Mrunal and her family,
as well as the departmental
teachers who supported her.

In her response, Mrunal expres-
sed her gratitude to her parents
and, especially, to the forensic
science teachers at VGU. She
emphasized that without the sup-
port of the university's teachers,
this achievement would not have
been possible. She also
mentioned that Mr. Jagat, a
teacher at Khatti School in Ma-
hasamund, has been
instrumental in helping her with
the fibers from the khatti tree to
create the fingerpaint brush.
Mrunal submerged the fibers
collected from the khatti tree in
water for three days, and then
she used her hands to create
threads from them. With the help
of VGU professors, she
constructed the fine-bristle brush,
which she sent to the Indian
government for copyright
registration. Two months later,
the Government of India granted
Mrunal the copyright for her
creation.

It is worth noting that the copy-
right term on the official website
is valid for the creator's lifetime
plus 60 years after their death. It
is recognized by the calendar
year it was first issued. As the
copyright owner, one has the
exclusive right to use the work. In
most cases, only the copyright
owner has the right to grant
permission for the use of the
work. Copyright is a legal
concept that protects intellectual
property."

“Avoid, Minimize, Generate’- India’s solar man
calls for public movement to save planet

Jaipur based Vivekananda
Global University, a NAAC A+
University, hosted the solar man
of India, Prof. Chetan Singh
Solanki, who has embarked upon
an energy swaraj ytara to create
awareness among the people
about the dangers of carbon
emission and use of eco-friendly
resources of energy.

The event was organized under
the auspices of BITS Alumni As-
sociation, lIT-Roorkee Alumni As-
sociation and Dr B Lal Institute of
Biotechnology.

Mahatma Gandhi had used the
‘Swaraj’ in terms of “self-rule”
and freedom from the British but
Prof. Solanki spoke of “energy
swaraj” signifying self-reliance
and self-sustainability.

Prof Solanki, who was also
known as Solar Gandhi, had
been on a “energy swaraj yatra’
for over one thousand days in a
bid to create awareness among
the people about issues like cli-
mate change and global warming
and encouraged the people to
shun carbon emitting sources of
energy and switch to eco-friendly
resources.

Prof Solanki, while speaking at
an event before a gathering of
educationists and students at
VGU, said that the Earth’s tem-

perature had been rising at an
alarming pace threatening the
very existence of the people.

He said that every individual was
responsible for the state of cli-
mate and attributed the extreme
climatic conditions to the increas-
ing use of carbon emitting
sources of energy. He referred to
the recent floods in Sikkim and
New York and forest fires in
Greece, Canada and some other
places to buttress his contention.
He said that currently 85 percent
energy is produced using coal, oil
and gas which is a dangerous
trend and stressed on the need
to switch completely towards
solar energy.

“"When we become self-reliant in
generating and consuming en-
ergy with local resources and
people, we can achieve energy
swaraj” he said.

He stated his beliefs based on
the Gandhian philosophy that the
Earth has enough resources to
fulfill everyone’s need but not to
satisfy anyone’s greed. It means
that in an ecosystem of finite re-
sources, one can only have finite
consumption but human is bla-
tantly violating this concept, be-
lieving that they can consume as
much as they want. The need is
not for mass production, but the
production by the masses. En-
ergy is behind everything, and
the dependency for attaining that
is on imports, which makes the
system very fragile. Hence the
need is urgent and should be
acted on soon.

VGU CEO Shree Onkar Bagaria,
Shree Alok Jai, executive director
of Jaipur Printer Pvt Ltd were
also present on the occasion.

Rajasthan Mission 2030 Inspires Engaging Academic Discourse at VGU

Vivekananda Global University
organized a competition for the
students to discuss important is-
sues related to the future of Ra-
jasthan as part of the ambitious
Rajasthan Mission 2030.
Participants wrote essays on the
rich heritage, culture, develop-
ment and about natural re-
sources of the state.

The competition was followed by
a brainstorming and debate

based on "Open Book Examina-
tion vs. Traditional Mode of Ex-
amination."

Top three students from each de-
partment were announced win-
ners for their performance and
were given certificates for partic-
ipation in Rajasthan Mission
2030.

During the event, the importance
of encouraging intellectual con-
versation was emphasized in

order to advance Rajasthan Mis-
sion 2030's goals and state’s de-
velopment.

VGU president Prof Vijay Vir
Singh said that the University has
always encouraged such compe-
titions.

VGU has strengthened its status
as a catalyst for academic suc-
cess and creativity by allowing
students to express their opin-
ions.




VGU becomes first university in Jaipur to
offer dual degree in online and offline modes

Jaipur based Vivekananda
Global University, which
is NAAC A+ accredited,
has become the first uni-
versity in the city which
offers dual degree pro-
grams both online and of-
fline modes.

A dual degree program,
also known as a double
degree program, allows
students to pursue two
different degrees simulta-
neously from the same
university, two different
universities, or even two
different countries.
President of VGU Prof
(Dr) Vijay Vir Singh said
that the dual degree pro-
grams had several advan-
taged for the students.
“It accelerates the career
of the students besides
saving his or her time,”
he said.

Prof Singh said that dual
degree programs also of-
fered more and diverse
career options to the stu-
dents and also enhanced
their employability. “It
also offers integrated UG
and PG courses” he re-
marked.

With a dual degree pro-
gram, the students can

obtain two separate de-
grees within the same
time period. For example,
a student can earn a BBA
and BA degrees in three
years through a dual de-
gree program, whereas it
would take six years to
earn these degrees con-
secutively. Thus, a dual
degree program saves
time.

By studying two separate
areas of study, the stu-
dents open themselves to
more career opportuni-
ties compared to those
with a single degree. For
instance, having a dual
degree in MBA and MCA
provides career options
in both management and
information technology
(IT) sectors. This allows
individuals to explore ca-
reer paths such as an
MBA in Data Science,
thereby increasing job
prospects.

Dual degree programs
can also be classified as
integrated degrees,
where students pursue
an undergraduate (UG)
and a postgraduate (PG)
degree concurrently. Inte-
grated courses are popu-

lar and beneficial as they
require a single admis-
sion process and less
time to complete. For ex-
ample, an integrated
B.Tech+M.Tech course
can be completed in five
years instead of the tradi-
tional six years.
Pursuing a dual degree
program requires under-
going the admission pro-
cedure and formalities
only once. This saves
students from unneces-
sary hassle, as well as
time and money.
Pursuing a dual degree is
quite a challenging task.
Hence, it creates a good
impression on the em-
ployers who are looking
for hard working people
for their firms

These degrees can be in
the same subject area or
different subjects alto-
gether. The University
Grants Commission
(UGC) has recently made
a decision regarding the
regulation of academic
collaborations between
Indian and foreign higher
education institutions to
offer training, joint de-
grees, and dual degree

programs.
According to the National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020, the educational
pedagogy should evolve
to make education more
holistic, experimental, in-
tegrated, flexible, discus-
sion=-based,
learner-centered, and en-
joyable.

The following are the
guidelines for pursuing
dual degrees in India:
1.Simultaneous Pursuit:
A student can pursue two
full-time academic de-
grees (offline) as long as
the class timings for one
course do not overlap
with the other.

2.The modes of pursuing
dual degrees are as fol-
lows:

a) Both degrees are pur-
sued as full-time offline
courses.

b) One degree is pursued
as a fulltime offline
course, while the other is
pursued online or in
Open and Distance
Learning (ODL) mode.

c) Both degrees are pur-
sued online or in ODL
mode. However, the de-
grees obtained through

ODL or online mode must
be from recognized insti-
tutions.

The UGC regulation per-
mits three types of pro-
grams:

1.Dual Degree: In this,
both colleges award sep-
arate degrees, even if
they are in the same sub-
ject.

2.Joint Degree: The cur-
riculum of the program is
jointly designed by both
Indian and foreign univer-
sities. Upon completion,
the degrees are awarded
by both universities in a
single certificate. The stu-
dent must fulfill the re-
quirements of both
institutions.

3.Twinning Degree: In this
type, a part of the course
is completed at an Indian
university, and the re-
maining part is com-
pleted at a foreign
university. Only the In-
dian university will confer
the degree in this case.
The credit distribution
should not exceed 30%
from the foreign univer-
sity, with the remaining
credits earned from the
Indian university.

Travelling out of station and wor-
ried who will take care of your pet
in your absence or want to know
how to quickly and comfortably
reach railway or bus station?
Budding innovators at the Code
Red 3.0 Triathlon, organized by
the ACIC - VGU Foundation,
which concluded on Sunday,
came out with several new ideas
aimed at resolving problems
faced by the farmers and others.
Dhananjay Reddy and his team
from VGU came out with an app
which provided information to the
farmers in the audio-video for-
mat. Reddy and his team won the
first prize under the Agri-Tech
theme in the event. Similarly the
students also showed how the
waste could be turned into best.
The students of design converted
textile waste into a fashion cloth.

The school children came out
with a Pet House for those trav-
elling out of station and worried
about taking care of their pets
during their absence. Under the
Virtual Product category, the bud-
ding innovators came out with an
app which provided all important
information to the people about
where to get the transport to
reach their destination. The Code
Red 3.0 Triathlon saw strong par-
ticipation, with over 2600
students from various prestigious
institutions. The event received
support from more than 25 este-
emed partners, including Sydby,
Adanione, Microsoft, Apex Hospi-
tal, My FM, and other prominent
brands. The presence of 100
speakers from diverse fields
added substantial value to the
event.Evensmo, a digital platform

on at VGU

from Nepal, extended its support
to this dynamic program, now in
its third season. The event's
central theme revolved around
creating solutions for real-life
problems and was meticulously
organized by the ACIC - VGU
Foundation.As many as 658
teams participated in the pro-
gram, including representation
from 14 universities worldwide,
the event's core themes encom-
pass technology, product
development, open innovation,
and entrepreneurship. More than
2600 participants from diverse
fields and prestigious educational
institutions across the country
came together to take part in this
program. Mr. Gaurav Sharma,
CEO of ACIC - VGU, explained
that the program's primary
objective is to foster new ideas
and ensure their transformation
into successful start-ups.Winning
teams will receive incubation
support from the ACIC - VGU
Foundation. This includes access
to modern studios, mentorship,
hands-on assistance, funding
opportunities,co-working spaces,
and much more. Students will be
granted a six-month exposure to
tools and partnerships at the
ACIC- VGUFoundation, connecting
them with industry experts, skill
advisors, and potential investors
to refine their concepts.

Forensic Conference at VGU

The  two-day international
conference on recent
developments in forensic science
at Jaipur's Vivekananda Global
University, accredited by NAAC
with 'A+' grade, concluded on
Saturday with the collaboration of
the Forensic Department and
HOK Forensic (Noida).

The aim was to promote
collaborative research, introduce
new ideas, and address
challenges faced by the global
scientific community. The pro-
gram featured the presence of
experts from Banaras Hindu
University, Dr. Gyaneshwar
Chaubey from the Department of
Zoology, IPS officer Dr.
Rameshwar Singh, and Dr.
Sanjeev Lalwani from AIIMS
Delhi.

During this event, Dr.
Gyaneshwar discussed topics
related to the mysteries of Queen
Ketavan of Georgia and Angela
Delkam. Dr. Sanjeev Lalwani
presented his research on
"Consent and Legal
Documentation for Organ Tissue
Donation."

The conference was designed for
professionals engaged in various
fields of criminal investigation,
research, and education. Its goal
was to bring together the
scientific community in different
aspects of forensic investigation

to share progress and engage in
discussions  about  various
challenges.

Various participants’ representing
forensic science institutions and
organizations from around the
world delivered lectures, oral
presentations, and posters during
the two-day international
conference. The conference
included a wide range of topics,
such as innovations in science

and technology, information
technology and artificial
intelligence, healthcare, and

nanobiotechnology, along with
global collaboration.

Experts at the conference
highlighted important issues and
potential future developments in
science and technology. The first
day of the conference featured
key guests such as SFSL
Director Dr. Ajay Sharma, retired
DGP Shri B.L. Soni, AFMSMT
Shri Anil Agrawal, and ADGIP
Hemant Purohit.

Dr. Anil Agrawal explained the
concept of "Grave Forensic
Taphonomy" and how it can help
solve unresolved cases. Dr.
Hemant Purohit addressed the
students and explained how the
law works in parallel with forensic
science, emphasizing  the
importance of forensic science as
an ancient subject.




MSME Summit & Innovation Expo at VGU

The much-anticipated "DESERT
BLOOM: Rajasthan MSME Sum-
mit & Innovation Expo" was held
at VGU with a grand inauguration
ceremony, setting the stage for
two days of transformative dis-
cussions andgame-changing
announcements. The event,
hosted by Vivekananda Global
University (NAAC A+ accredited)
in collaboration with BITS Tec
and the Rajasthan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (RCCI),
has already provided invaluable
insights for the Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises (MSME)
sector in the region.

The event's chief guest, Mr. Vijay
Kumar Sharma, Director of
MSME Rajasthan, delivered an
insightful address that resonated
with entrepreneurs and small
business owners. Mr. Sharma
underscored the crucial
importance of building a solid
foundation for businesses and
offered practical advice on how to
validate business ideas effecti-
vely. His words of wisdom have
provided attendees with a
roadmap for success in the
competitive world of entreprene-
urship.

Before Mr. Sharma's engaging

talk, Mr. Ashok Kumar Pandey,
Director of Sydby and Regional
Incharge, took the stage to
deliver the keynote address. Mr.
Pandey's address was nothing

short of inspiring, as he revealed
that Sydby contributes a
remarkable 45% to the total con-
tributions in the MSME sector. He
emphasized how the landscape
of MSMEs has undergone signif-
icant transformations over the
past decade, adapting to new
challenges and opportunities.

Highlighting SIDBI's

commendable efforts during the
COVID-19 pandemic, Mr.
Pandey shared how the organi-
zation played a pivotal role by
providing critical equipment, in-

cluding ventilators, to support
healthcare  efforts. In a
remarkable development, he
announced that Sydby is now ex-
tending venture capital support to
MSMEs, a move that promises to
catalyze innovation and growth
within the sector.

Dr. K. R. Bagaria, Vice Chairman of
VGU, offered valuable advice to

the audience, encouraging them
not to solely pursue government
jobs but to focus on starting their
own businesses. His message
resonated with those looking to

MR.VK SHARMA

Director, MSME

embark on their entrepreneurial
journeys.

KL Jain, President of RCCI,
stressed the importance of pro-
ducing defectless products and
highlighted the significance of
planning for startups. These in-
sights are expected to guide as-
piring entrepreneurs in their
quest for success.

A dynamic panel discussion on
digitalization and IT was another
highlight of the event. Mahaveer
Pratap Sharma, Chairperson of
TiE India, and CA Anil Agarwal
from NDNAV India were part of
the panel discussion. Their ex-
pertise and insights into
harnessing digital technology for

business  growth  provided
attendees with valuable
strategies to thrive in the digital
age.

The "DESERT BLOOM" summit
promises to continue offering a
wealth of knowledge,
opportunities for networking, and
a platform for collaboration over
two days. It is poised to play a
pivotal role in shaping the future
of the MSME sector in Rajasthan,
fostering sustainable growth and
innovation  across  various
industries in the state.

The event's focus on entrepre-
neurship, sustainability, and digi-
talization with global
consciousness regarding envi-
ronmental responsibility and
techn- ological advancement,
made it a must-attend for excel
in the ever-evolving world of
business.

Quintessential Clans: Pioneering Innovation in Era of Creativity

The era of innovation has wit-
nessed the rise of remarkable in-
dividuals and groups whose
groundbreaking approaches to
problem-solving and develop-
ment of new technologies have
shaped the world we live in today.
These quintessential clans have
left an indelible mark on history,
their innovative spirits pushing
the boundaries of what was
deemed possible. In today’s era
the innovation has undergone a
breakthrough success or | shall
say it's the only key to success.
The creative industry relies heav-
ily on pushing boundaries, ex-
ploring new possibilities, and
challenging conventional norms.
Quintessential Clans is a group
that epitomizes this ethos, bring-
ing together innovative leaders
from different creative disciplines
and who has pushed boundaries
beyond conventional mode to
foster innovation.

It represents a collective group of
like-minded individuals who
share a passion for creativity, in-
novation, and pushing the bound-
aries of what is possible in the
betterment of the world. It pro-
vides a platform for these pio-
neers to connect, collaborate,
and exchange ideas, ultimately
fueling innovation.

One of the fundamental aspects
of Quintessential Clans is net-
working and collaboration. By
bringing together individuals from
diverse backgrounds, the com-
munity fosters collaboration and
the cross-pollination of ideas.
They engage  themselves
through meetups, conferences,
and online forums and members
have the opportunity and a plat-
form to share insights, and de-
velop out of the box ideas and
promote innovation and creativ-
ity. With the emerging technolo-
gies and trends, the
Quintessential Clans recognizes

the importance of staying up-
dated and creative in their day to
day life. The community actively
encourages its members to em-
brace new tools, software, and
platforms so that they can lever-
age these advancements in their
work. These clans believes in
sharing knowledge and for that
they organize regular workshops
and training sessions to facilitate
a platform where they encourage
the adoption of these technolo-
gies which empowers the mem-
bers to innovate within their
respective fields with the help of
these technologies. Educational
and Skill Development Initiatives
are also taken to nurture innova-
tion and creativity among its
members.

Quintessential Clans ensures
that its members are equipped
with the necessary skills to drive
innovation forward by facilitating
this transfer of knowledge. If
someone’s innovation has pro-
duces miraculous results, then
the platform at which the knowl-
edge is shared helps to reach
that ideas to peers where they
can also use the idea to impro-
vise their systems.

The hallmark of Quintessential
Clans is its encouragement of dis-
ruptive ideation and thinking. By
encouraging members to think
outside the box, Quintessential
Clans enables groundbreaking
ideas to take shape.

It understands the importance of
leveraging creativity and innova-
tion for the betterment of society.
By using their creative skills and
innovative thinking, members of
Quintessential Clans contribute
to positive change and make a
lasting impact in their communi-
ties. By showcasing exceptional
work and highlighting ground-
breaking innovations, the Quin-
tessential clans inspires others
and sets a benchmark for excel-

lence.The Quintessential Clans
represents a vibrant community
of creative pioneers, driven by an
unwavering commitment to inno-
vation.
Through networking, collabora-
tion, education, and disruptive
thinking, the community propels
the creative industry forward, set-
ting new standards and pushing
boundaries. Quintessential Clans
serves as a beacon of inspiration
and provides a platform for like-
minded individuals to come to-
gether, exchange ideas, and
collectively redefine the possibil-
ities of creativity.
In an era defined by innovation,
Quintessential Clans stands at
the forefront, shaping the future
of the creative industry. In the era
of innovation, both Indian and
global quintessential clans have
played a crucial role in driving
progress and reshaping society.
Through their contributions,
these clans have demonstrated
the power of creativity, strategic
investments, and a refusal to ac-
cept the status quo.
Furthermore, Indian tech startups
have emerged as catalysts of in-
novation, collaborating  with
global partners to address local
challenges and gain a competi-
tive edge in the global market.
Their success exemplify the
transformative potential of Indian
entrepreneurial spirit when com-
bined with global expertise. As
India continues to position itself
as a leader in innovation, it is es-
sential to foster an ecosystem
that encourages collaboration, in-
vestment in research and devel-
opment, and the nurturing of
entrepreneurial talent.
By building upon the legacies of
quintessential clans and embrac-
ing global perspectives, India can
pave the way for groundbreaking
innovations shaping the future.
~Malvika Dudi Bagaria

Design can make the world a better place
Experts at DEBW Conference

A proper understanding of De-
sign can help this world a better
place and also enable mankind to
achieve the 17 sustainable devel-
opment goals as envisaged by
the United Nations.

Speaking at the third edition of
the DEBW (Design Education for
Better World) Intemational Confer-
ence hosted by the Jaipur-based
Vivekananda Global University at
Rajasthan International Centre.
“Innovation and creativity are es-
sential for development but they
must also be viable,” said Mr
Pawan Arora, the chief executive
officer of First India News Mr
Pawan Arora said in his address
at the Conference.

In his address, Mr Anand Mishra,
president IGBC, Jaipur chapter,
underlined the need for utilizing
the resources in an optimum
manner to enable sustainable liv-
ing.

“Design is an art and one can
achieve new heights if one loves
the art,” said Mr Luxman Vyas,
eminent sculptor and chairman of
Rajasthan Lalit Kala Academy.
Speaking at the program, VGU
chairperson Dr Lalit K Panwar
said that Rajasthan was a “de-
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signer capital of the world”.
VGU president Prof Vijay Vir
Singh cited the example of an-
cient architecture in India. In his
address, Mr Harish Parashar,
deputy group editor of Rajasthan
Patrika also emphasized the
need for affection and love for
any art in order to be successful
in the field.
A large number of experts and
participants from across the
country and abroad attended the
Conference and many of them
also presented their research pa-
pers concerning the theme of the
event which was related to the
SDGs as put forth by the UN.
A MoU was also inked between
the VGU and Active Spatial Sci-
ences Research Group from
Tamil Nadu on this occasion.
VGU registrar Prof. Praveen
Choudhry and Dr N.N.Salghuna,
the Director of the Group signed
the MoU amid thunderous ap-
plause.
A poster presentation and exhibi-
tion were also organized on this
occasion in which the students
and experts showcased their de-
sign skills.




EDUCAHITION

New Education Policy: Challenges in
Implementation in Higher Educational Institutes

The New National Education
Policy (NEP) which was
adopted in 2020, replaced the
National Education Police 1986,
seeks to transform education in
the country by bringing holistic
reform in the education system
and make it flexible as well as
accessible. Although the new
policy was yet to be adopted by
all the higher educational insti-
tutes in the country, some chal-
lenges have cropped up in its
implementation which deserves
attention of the experts as well
as the policy makers. The chal-
lenges are directly related to the
goals and objectives set to be
achieved through the NEP.

The NEP aims at increasing the
GER (gross enrolment ratio) of
the students in higher education
institutes in the country from the
existing a little over 27 percent
to 50 percent by the year 2035.
Though it appears to be achiev-
able, the current state of school
education in the country will also
need a huge boost if we are to
achieve the goal. It is worth
mentioning here that the NEP
2020 seeks to attain 100 per-
cent GER in school education. It
is thus quite clear that the two
are closely related.

A huge challenge in the imple-
mentation of the NEP 2020 is
the acute shortage of teachers
in the higher education institutes
in India.

In a reply to a question in the
Parliament a few months back,
the ministry of education reveale
d that there were 6549 faculty
positions vacant in central uni-
versities alone with Delhi Univer

sity topping the list with 900 va-
cant positions followed by the
Allahabad University. Needless
to say that there is an urgent
need to fill up the vacant posi-
tions in higher education insti-
tutes.

Providing quality education in
the institutes of higher learning
has always been a challenge in
India. Even 75 years after inde-
pendence we could not make a
higher learning institutes which
could find place in the top one
hundred list in the world. Even
in the top 200 list, only three In-
dian institutes of higher learning
have found place. This speaks
volumes about the quality of ed-
ucation at the institutes of higher
learning in the country. The Na-
tional Accreditation & Assess-
ment Council (NAAC) has a
huge responsibility in ensuring
quality at the higher education
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institutes. Thankfully the NAAC
has stringent criteria for assess-
ing the institutes of higher learn-
ing but it needs to revisit them
from time to time.

The NEP will also have to look
into the issue of evaluation of
the teachers at the higher edu-
cation institutes. At many presti-
gious higher learning institutes,
the evaluation of the teachers is
done on the basis of the per-
formance of the students. No-
tably access, equity,
affordability, quality and ac-
countability are the factors on
which the NEP is based.

The higher education institutes
in the country will also need to
drastically improve their infra-
structure if they seek to suc-
cessfully implement the NEP
2020.

Of utmost significance is the
need for high speed Wi-Fi con-
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nection and ICT enabled infra-
structural facilities at the insti-
tutes.

They will also have to adapt to
the rapidly changing technology
in quick time lest they should
lose their edge.

There have been concerns over
the multiple exit and entry provi-
sions in the NEP.

It has been argued in some
quarters that this provision may
result in high drop-out rate.

It remains to be seen. Further-
more the NEP expects 6 percent
allocation of the GDP on educa-
tion. The figure currently is
around three percent. Lack of
funds can seriously undermine
efforts to achieve the goals of
the NEP.

Faculty development, training,
capacity building workshops are
some other areas where the
higher education institutes need

to work to successfully imple-
ment the NEP.

We, at Jaipur based
Vivekananda Global University,
which is a NAAC A+ accredited
University, have initiated a se-
ries of steps to ensure success-
ful implementation of the NEP
from the forthcoming academic
session.

The University has embarked
upon a massive academic exer-
cise to revamp the syllabus so
that it is able to achieve the
goals of the NEP.

The VGU plans to hold a Cur-
riculum Conclave in which ex-
perts from the academia as well
as from the industry will be
brainstorming on the syllabus
and the content of the subjects.
The recent decision of the gov-
ernment of India to open the
country’s doors to the foreign
universities will certainly spur
the Indian higher education in-
stitutions to try to be at par with
them if not better.

We have already been admitting
students from African and some
Asian countries but now we
should also be ready to wel-
come students from the devel-
oped nations. And for that we
will need to make our institu-
tions better than those in their
countries.

To conclude it can be safely said
that the NEP could prove to be a
game changer only if sincere ef-
forts are made to overcome the
challenges.

Challenges Faced by Women in the Workplace

Working women, just like men,

encounter a multitude of
difficulties as they strive to
balance their professional and
personal lives. These challenges
can impede their career progress
and result in stress and burnout.
Let's delve into some of the com-
mon issues that working women
come across and the importance
of achieving gender equality in
the workplace.

Unequal Pay: Most significant
issues women face is the gender
pay gap. Women often earn less
than men for performing the
same job, leading to financial in-
stability and frustration.

Limited Opportunities:
Advancement in their careers
can be a challenging endeavor

Work-Life Balance: Juggling the
demands of a job with caring for
children or elderly family
members can be overwhelming,
making it challenging.
Discrimination:  Gender-based
discrimination negatively affects
a woman's self-esteem and work
performance.

Lack of Support: In some cases,
women do not receive adequate
support from their employers or
coworkers.

Stereotypes: People often ex-
pects women to be nurturing and
empathetic, affecting how they
are perceived in the workplace.
Harassment: Whether verbal or
physical, is a serious issue. It
creates a hostile environment
and can damage a woman's
mental and emotional well-being.
Inflexible Hours: Jobs with rigid
working hours can pose a
challenge for working mothers.
Lack of Role Models: The
scarcity of female role models in
leadership positions can make it
difficult for women to envision
their own success.

Career Gaps: Women who take

breaks from their careers to raise
children or for other reasons may
face difficulties when reentering
the workforce.

Addressing these challenges is
vital for achieving gender equality
in the workplace. Employers play
a significant role in this journey.
They can offer flexible work
arrangements, support women's
career development, and
implement  anti-discrimination
and anti-harassment policies.

In conclusion, working women
face a plethora of challenges that
can hinder their career growth
and overall well-being.
Recognizing these issues and
taking action to address them is
crucial for creating a more equi-
table and supportive work envi-
ronment. It's essential for society
as a whole to work towards a
future where gender equality in
the workplace is a reality, not just
a goal. This collective effort can
lead to a more inclusive and fair
professional world where both
men and women can thrive and
contribute to their fullest
potential.
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DARK LIGHT DARK NIGHT

Dark light Dark night
the dew drops of life.
You can't run away.
You can't fly.
Hazy nights turn into daisy
lights,
When dawn kisses the
SKky.
Procuring a fake smile
Not worth to fight.
~Jyoti

JOURNEY OF LIFE

Life is a tough fight
Where hurdles cannot be
solved overnight
Life is the blessing of god
Sometimes appears to be
flawed
Peaks and valleys are the
part of life
Where one has to survive
Life is like a book of end-
less chapters
Where you play a major
factor
Never ever give up in your
life
And consider it to be a la-
borious flight
Always try to defeat failure
Work harder to become a
saviour
Life is not same through-
out
It is like a seed which
sprouts
It takes longer time to fulfill
the aim
Move ahead to win the
game

~Mitali Agarwal

| can Read

| can read lines
| can read eyes
| can read guise
| can read skies
| can read the delicacy of petals
| can read the ecstasy of pud-
dles
| can read the subtle rumours of
the past
| can read the sculptures of the
outcast
| can read the lies strewn in
truth
| can read the clashes woven in
truce
| can read the sublime boasts of
love
| can read the painful ‘that’s
enough’
| can read every symphony, to
ever be
| can read humans of all ener-
gies
| can read the entirety of uni-
verse with everything in it
| can read histories beyond his-
tory from start to finishYes,
| can read it all but when the
time is right
| simply read the blank page but
can never write...
~Siddharth Singh

Cure my pains

The only guiding star of my

ship,

| had lost in wine sip.

Sank the ship of my heart,

In the world's darkest patrt.

What're the promises of

love and intentions of

faith?

The walls of sand, every-

one comes to wrath.

Beautiful things are in this

world,

But my fortune let nothing

in my hold.

Heaps of mountains and

boulders,

Ceaselessly | feel on my

shoulders.

Q' ultimate ship come fast,

Cure my pains, and give

me rest at last.
~Mohammad Ibrahim Khan

The dark cell
In the chain of three, only
was hee, No love, no trust,
always in the fierce crust,
Reconciliation was only
their need, but a diversely
hot breath. Life was seated
on sharp edges and thorny
bed, With new challenges
and new signs, No shining
star seen in the dark
clouds of the dark sea,
The nature of moonlight
poisoning the life. One
day, the flea of shee and
he
While in their bed, doing
breathing tests,
Joy and joy's fountain was
there,
While doing that test, shee
told her flea,
That he wants to kill shee,
in stanchly.
Instantly his mood fell
down from the mountain.
Found dead body in the
bed, next day,
All the funeral rituals fin-
ished well, Now the wheel
was catching the life again,
One day a police officer
came.
Nocked the door after a
long span,
Started to dig out decayed
bones Of the mystic grave,
investigated the matter,
Keenly and highly of the
murder cave,
Epitomized by his own
drop of blood.
The murderer was, he evi-
dently ascertained.
He was deeply in a deeply
distressed mood
Behind iron bars, waiting
for the door Of Angel, but
his endless wait,

SCAMPER
\ _ TOOTHBRUSH

In ancient time Neem stick is
used as a teeth cleaning twig
but many people's still use it.

\l/,

Toothbrush is combined with
toothpaste to prevent tooth decay
and remove plaque.
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toothbrush to clean the teeth.
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Toothbrush is used for apply
hair dye in hairs and clean
the dirt between the tile,
clean hairbrush or comb,
tame unruly eyebrows.

AT ED

Brushes are available for all age

roups according to their sice and

nape such as brushes for kids are

allin size with animals structure or
zigzag bristles

Z
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Company's can eliminate te
design or colour on the brush
to reduce the cost price of the
toothbrush.

REVERSE/REARRANGE

When we join stick of another brush by bending it and
join it with another brush it will become a brush with
handle and used for combing hair.

KANISHKA

In the soft embrace of the twilight's

colour,

Under such blue skies, my grandfather
and I set off on a mental voyage into the
entangled world of knowledge.

He shared his wisdom, which was as pure
as a dove, with me on the porch in the
evetime whispers. He taught me lessons in

@ . math and storytelling, with the stars

above.

His stories were pearls of wisdom and age.
Each phrase was a prized

We were finished learning while we sat at

melodic sound.

his feet.

The beautiful, golden key from my vouth,
! my grandfather learning alongside me in
) my mermories,

2% Life is like a
flower, it grows into
something beautiful,,

o

Empathy

Homelessness is a crisis we all
must addressOne of the most im-
portant components of creating a
compassionate society is empa-
thy for homeless people.

These people experience ex-
treme adversity, frequently as a
result of outside factors.

We recognize their humanity and
the fact that anyone can experi-
ence hardship by empathizing
with them.

In order to be empathic, one
must make an effort to compre-
hend the struggles they face and
the harsh reality of living on the
streets.

It entails being kind, listening to
their stories without passing judg-
ment, and lending a helping
hand.

Empathy can motivate us to sup-
port programs that give those in
need access to food, housing,
and healthcare.
In addition, empathy can inspire
straightforward yet effective
deeds of compassion, such as
providing a food, warm clothing,
or company.
These actions can significantly
improve the lives of those living
on the streets by letting them
know that they are not forgotten
and that there is still hope for a
better tomorrow.
The development of a more com-
passionate and inclusive society
is aided by empathy.

~Akshita

Poverty

The silent suffering of a
weary land,

In corners dark,

where dreams are set to
cease,

Lies poverty, a cruel,
relentless beast.

It knows no race, no creed,
no age, no face,lts grip, a
cold and unforgiving brace,
It weaves its threads
through life's most fragile
art,

A masterpiece of pain, it
tears apart.

Yet in these struggles,
strength begins to rise,

A spark of hope,

a light behind the eyes,
For in adversity, the
human heart,

Finds courage, empathy, a
brand-new start.

Let's mend the wounds,
let's lend a helping hand,
For poverty's a foe we all
can stand,

Together we can write a
different song,

Where none shall suffer,
none shall suffer long.

In unity, we'll break the
chains that bind,

And leave the curse of
poverty behind,

For love and kindness,
let them be our guide,

To heal the wounds of
poverty worldwide.




CURRENT AFFAIRS

Recent Important SC
Judgements

1. No fundamental right
of same-sex couples to
marry, says Supr eme
Court
- A five-judge bench of the
Supreme Court that was headed
by Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud, unanimously ruled
against legalising same sex mar-
riage in India.The bench also
ruled in a 3:2 verdict against civil
unions for non-heterosexual

couples.

2. Supreme Court Cracks
Down On 'Media Trials’,
Wants Guidelines In 3
Months
- The Supreme Court has taken
strong exception to 'media trials'

- referring to "biased reporting
(that) gives rise to public suspi-
cion the person has committed
an offence" - and directed the
Union Home Ministry to prepare
guidelines for police to follow
during press briefings in relation
to criminal cases. The ministry
has three months prepare a de-
tailed manual.

3. Governors should do
a ‘little bit of soul-
searching’, SC says on
them holding back cru-
cial Bills

-The Supreme Court on Monday
expressed acute displeasure at
Governors holding back key
Bills, especially in Opposition-
ruled States such as Punjab,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Telan-
gana, until State governments
approach the top court for judi-
cial intervention.

4. SC puts Maharashtra
Speaker on a deadline to
decide defection pleas
against breakaway Shiv
Sena, NCP lawmakers
-The Supreme Court on October
30 directed Maharashtra Assem-
bly Speaker Rahul Narwekar to
decide disqualification petitions
filed under the Tenth Schedule
(anti-defection law) of the Consti-
tution against the Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde camp in the Shiv
Sena dispute by December 31,

2023.

5. Pick-and-choose must
stop: Supreme Court to
govt on judges’ appoint-
ments

-The Supreme Court Tuesday re-
iterated its displeasure over the
government “selectively picking”
names from those recommended
by its Collegium for elevation as
High Court judges and said that
a lawyer’s political affiliations
should not be a reason to dis-
qualify them from being ap-
pointed as judges unless there is
a “deep-rooted political aspect
that affects their judicial work”.

Other Important News in limelight

1. China ‘world’s biggest

debt collector’ as poorer

nations struggle with its
loans.

China has become the world’s
biggest debt collector, as the
money it is owed from developing
countries has surged to between
$1.1tn (£889bn) and $1.5tn, ac-
cording to a new report. An esti-
mated 80% of China’s overseas
lending portfolio in the global
south is now supporting countries
in financial distress. Since 2017,
China has been the world’s
biggest bilateral lender; its main
development banks issued
nearly $500bn between 2008 and
2021. While some of this pre-
dates the belt and road initiative
(BRI), Beijing’s flagship develop-
ment programme has mobilised
much of the investment in devel-
oping countries.

2. Elon Musk's Tesla
plans to produce a
€25,000 EV at its Berlin
gigafactory.

Plans to build a cheaper Tesla
model in Europe were outlined by
Elon Musk last week, according
to an insider - but the company
remains tight-lipped. Tesla plans
to build a €25,000 car at its fac-
tory near Berlin, a source with
knowledge of the matter said on
Monday, in a long-awaited devel-
opment for the electric vehicle
maker whose aim is for the mass
uptake of its cars. The source,
who declined to be named, did
not say when production would
begin. Tesla declined to com-

ment.

3. First time in 146 years-

The Cricket World Cup was wit-
ness to a contentious moment
during the Bangladesh vs Sri
Lanka match in Delhi when An-
gelo Mathews of Sri Lanka was
timed out. Most cricket fans
would not have heard the term
before, as Angelo Mathews be-
came the first player in interna-
tional cricket to be dismissed in
that fashion. The former captain
took more than two minutes to
take strike and opposition skipper
appealed, which was upheld by
the on-field umpire. Mathews
came into bat after the fall of
Sadeera Samarawickrama in the
25th over but was unable to se-
cure his helmet strap tightly
enough, an action which delayed
the resumption of play. Following
the Bangladesh appeal, the um-
pires held a lengthy discussion
with the players including Math-
ews. They ruled Mathews to be
out and the 36-year-old veteran
reluctantly trudged off with most
spectators appearing bemused
by the  decision. Some
Bangladesh fans applauded.

4. More than 150 dead as
massive earthquake jolts
western Nepal.

The death toll from a massive
earthquake that struck remote
western Nepal on Friday has
climbed to more than 150. The
deadly earthquake struck around
11.47pm local time, and has also
injured at least 140 people. Ac-
cording to Nepal’'s home affairs
ministry, at least 95 have died in
Jajarkot while the death toll in
West Rukum is more than 40 so
far. The Himalayan country has
been rocked by earthquakes in
the past as well which claimed
thousands of lives. India has of-

fered all assistance to Nepal.

5. Thousands of Afghans
forced to return as Pak-
istan’s anti-migrant
deadline ends.

More than 100,000 undocu-
mented Afghan nationals have
left Pakistan and returned to
Afghanistan through the north-
western Torkham border crossing
as the deadline for anti-migrant
crackdown looms. These hun-
dreds of thousands Afghan na-
tionals travelled from across
Pakistani cities to reach the bor-
der crossing, officials in Pakistan
said. The deadline imposed by
Pakistan for deportation or forced
removal of all undocumented im-
migrants, including Afghan na-
tionals who had fled the Taliban,
expired a few days back.

6. Russia rules out new
arms control deals with
NATO.

The Kremlin has formally with-
drawn from a major Cold War-era
arms control pact with the NATO
military bloc, saying the outdated
treaty was already dead for years
and had completely “lost touch
with reality” in the modern world.
The Russian Foreign Ministry an-
nounced the move on Tuesday,
saying the Treaty on Conven-
tional Armed Forces in Europe
(CFE) had “finally become his-
tory” after prior steps to withdraw,
the first of which dates back to
2007. While it originally “played a
certain stabilizing role,” the deal
was largely ignored by NATO
members and thus has “ceased
to meet the interests of Russia,”

the ministry said.

7. India Records Lowest
Unemployment Rate in
Six Years
India's unemployment rate for in-
dividuals aged 15 years and
above has reached a six- year
low at 3.2%, according to the Pe-
riodic Labour Force Survey An-
nual Report 2022-2023 released
by the National Sample Survey
Office (NSSO). The government
of India However hopes to tide
over the crises through a slew of

economic and other initiatives.

NOBEL LAURETES : 2023

1. Narges Mohammadi
She was awarded Nobel Peace
Prize 2023 for her fight against the
oppression of :
women in
Iran and her
fight to pro- §
mote human
rights and
freedom for
all.

Nobel Prize
in Literature
for 2023 for
his innova-
tive plays
and prose
which give voice to the unsayable.

4. Drew Weissman and Katalin
Kariko

They were awarde Nobel Prize
" 4 2023 for their
ground-
breaking
work on Nu-
cleoside
base modifi-
cation of
messenger
Ribonucleic Acid.

3. Pierre Agostini , Ferenc Krausz
and Anne L'Huillier
They were
awarded
Nobel Prize
in Physics  f¢
2023 for ex- %
perimental
methods that
generate At-
tosecond
pulses of light for the study of elec-
tron dynamics in matter.

5. Claudia Goldin
=y She was
Vi awarded
Nobel Prize
2023 for her
work expos-
ing the
causes of

“ deeply
rooted wage and labour market in
inequality between men and
women.

6. Alexey Ekimov, Louis E. Brus
and
Moungi

. Bawendi
~= They were
2 awarded
Nobel Prize
in Chem-
istry 2023
for the dis-
covery and
synthesis of Quantum dots.

8. Assam’s 1000-Km
"High-Speed Economic
Corridor” Road Project-

gets green light
In its weekly cabinet meeting, the
Assam government has given the
green light for a major infrastruc-
ture project, the construction of a
1000- kilometer "High-Speed
Economic Corridor" road.

9. Parker Solar Probe's
New Speed Record
NASA's Parker Solar Probe has
achieved a remarkable feat, be-
coming the fastest human-made
object in history. During its 17th
orbit around the sun, the probe
reached a staggering speed of
635,266 kilometers (394,736

miles) per hour.

10. ISRO Begins Testing
for Gaganyaan Human
Spaceflight Program
Less than two months after the
successful Chandrayaan-3 Moon
landing, the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO) is
embarking on a crucial series of
tests as part of the preparations
for launching Indian astronauts

into space, possibly in 2025.

11. Sri Lanka Launches
Free Visa Pilot Project
for Select Nations
The Sri Lankan Cabinet has ap-

proved a groundbreaking initia
tive to issue free visas to visitors
from India, China, Russia,
Malaysia, Japan, Indonesia, and
Thailand. The move is part of a
pilot project set to run until March
31, 2024.

12. RBI Mandates Mini-
mum Two Whole-Time
Directors for Indian
Banks

The Reserve Bank of (RBI) India
has introduced a crucial require-
ment for Indian banks, stating that
they must now have a minimum of
two whole-time directors (WTDs)
on their boards.

13. What is UMMEED?

The Union Ministry of Education
(MOE) has unveiled draft guide-
lines to address the critical
issue of student suicides in
schools. Named UMMEED
(Understand, Motivate, Man-
age, Empathise, Empower, De-
velop), these guidelines provide
a comprehensive plan of action
to enhance awareness and
sensitivity.

14. Punjab's Debt Crisis
Punjab, one of India's promi-
nent states, is grappling with a
severe financial crisis, bur-
dened by mounting debt and
escalating interest payments.
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
has appealed for a debt repay-
ment moratorium to alleviate the
state's financial woes.

15. Operation Chakra 2

The Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) in India has
launched a cyber criminals,
conducting searches in 76 loca-
tions across the country. This
operation, known as 'Operation
Chakra-2.
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1. WeWork, Once A
$47 Billion Giant,
Files For Bankruptcy

In US-
Former high-flying startup
WeWork Inc. filed for bank-
ruptcy, marking a fresh low
for the co-working com-
pany that struggled to re-
cover from the pandemic
and its failed initial public
offering in 2019. The New
York-based company listed
both assets and liabilities
in the range of $10 billion
to $50 billion in a Chapter
11 petition filed in New Jer-
sey. The filing allows We-
Work to keep operating
while it works out a plan to
repay its debts.

2.Letters from Seven

Years' War opened

250 years later-

Letters confiscated by
Britain's Royal Navy before
they reached French
sailors during the Seven
Years' War have been
opened for the first
time.Written in 1757-8,
they were sent by loved
ones for crew onboard a
French warship, but never
reached them. Prof Re-
naud Morieux, who discov-
ered the letters, said they
were about "universal
human experiences". The
Seven Years' War was a
battle mainly between
Britain and France about
control of North America
and India.

were taken from Israel into
Gaza by the militant group.

4.Elon Musk's Tesla
plans to produce a
€25,000 EV at its
Berlin gigafactory-
Plans to build a cheaper
Tesla model in Europe
were outlined by Elon
Musk last week, according
to an insider - but the com-
pany remains tight-lipped.
Tesla plans to build a
€25,000 car at its factory
near Berlin, a source with
knowledge of the matter
said on Monday, in a long-
awaited development for
the electric vehicle maker
whose aim is for the mass
uptake of its cars. The
source, who declined to be
named, did not say when
production would begin.
Tesla declined to com-
ment.

3.More than 10,000
Palestinians killed since
7 October, say health
officials-

More than 10,000 Pales-
tinians have been killed
since 7 October, according
to the latest figures re-
leased by the Hamas-run
Health Ministry in Gaza.
The grim toll includes more
than 4,100 children and
2,640 women. The devel-
opment comes after Israeli
airstrikes hit two refugee
camps in the central Gaza
Strip on Sunday, killing
scores of people, health
officials said. More than
1,400 people in Israel have
been killed, most of them
in the 7 October Hamas at-
tack that started the bloody
conflict, and 242 hostages

5.Russia rules out
new arms control

deals with NATO-
The Kremlin has formally
withdrawn from a major
Cold War-era arms control
pact with the NATO military
bloc, saying the outdated
treaty was already dead
for years and had com-
pletely “lost touch with re-
ality” in the modern world.
The Russian Foreign Min-
istry announced the move
on Tuesday, saying the
Treaty on Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe
(CFE) had “finally become
history” after prior steps to
withdraw, the first of which
dates back to 2007. While
it originally “played a cer-
tain stabilizing role,” the
deal was largely ignored
by NATO members and
thus has “ceased to meet
the interests of Russia,”
the ministry said.

6.China ‘world’s
biggest debt collec-

tor’ as poorer nations

struggle with its

loans-

China has become the
world’s biggest debt collec-
tor, as the money it is
owed from developing
countries has surged to
between $1.1tn (£889bn)
and $1.5tn, according to a
new report. An estimated
80% of China’s overseas

lending portfolio in the
global south is now sup-
porting countries in finan-
cial distress. Since 2017,
China has been the
world’s biggest bilateral
lender; its main develop-
ment banks issued nearly
$500bn between 2008 and
2021. While some of this
predates the belt and road
initiative (BRI), Beijing’s
flagship development pro-
gramme has mobilised
much of the investment in
developing countries.

7.Parkinson’s patient
able to walk 6km
without problems
after spinal implant
The first patient to receive
a spinal implant to treat
advanced Parkinson’s dis-
ease has described experi-
encing “a rebirth” after the
treatment allowed him to
walk again without falling
over. Marc, 63, from Bor-
deaux, France, was diag-
nosed with the
degenerative disease
more than 20 years ago
and had developed severe
mobility problems, includ-
ing balance impairments
and freezing of gait. After
receiving the implant,
which aims to restore nor-
mal signalling to the leg
muscles from the spine, he
has been able to walk
more normally and re-
gained his independence.

an action which delayed
the resumption of play.
Following the Bangladesh
appeal, the umpires held a
lengthy discussion with the
players including Mathews.
They ruled Mathews to be
out and the 36-year-old
veteran reluctantly trudged
off with most spectators
appearing bemused by the
decision. Some
Bangladesh fans ap-
plauded.

9.Prominent journal-

ist shot dead during

live broadcast in the
Philippines-

A prominent broadcaster in
the Philippines was shot
dead on Sunday during a

live broadcast of his show.

The National Union of
Journalists of the Philip-
pines [NUJP] said in a
statement that 57-year-old
radio broadcaster Juan Ju-
malon — professionally
known as DJ Johnny
Walker — was gunned
down in Misamis Occiden-
tal on 5 November. He
worked for Gold FM 94.7
radio station in the Philip-
pines. Local media said
the attack by unidentified
gunmen was caught on the
radio station’s livestream
on Facebook. Ferdinand

Marcos Jr, president of the
Philippines, condemned
the killing and ordered an

investigation.

8.First time in 146

years-
The Cricket World Cup
was witness to a con-
tentious moment during
the Bangladesh vs Sri
Lanka match in Delhi when
Angelo Mathews of Sri
Lanka was timed out. Most
cricket fans would not
have heard the term be-
fore, as Angelo Mathews
became the first player in
international cricket to be
dismissed in that fashion.
The former captain took
more than two minutes to
take strike and opposition
skipper appealed, which
was upheld by the on-field
umpire. Mathews came
into bat after the fall of
Sadeera Samarawickrama
in the 25th over but was
unable to secure his hel-
met strap tightly enough,

10.More than 150
dead as massive
earthquake jolts
western Nepal-
The death toll from a mas-
sive earthquake that struck
remote western Nepal on
Friday has climbed to
more than 150. The deadly
earthquake struck around
11.47pm local time, and
has also injured at least
140 people. According to
Nepal’'s home affairs min-
istry, at least 95 have died
in Jajarkot while the death
toll in West Rukum is more
than 40 so far. The Hi-
malayan country has been
rocked by earthquakes in
the past as well which
claimed thousands of lives.
India has offered all assis-
tance to Nepal.

11.Thousands of

Afghans forced to re-

turn as Pakistan’s
anti-migrant deadline

ends-

More than 100,000 undoc-
umented Afghan nationals
have left Pakistan and re-
turned to Afghanistan
through the northwestern
Torkham border crossing
as the deadline for anti-mi-
grant crackdown looms.
These hundreds of thou-
sands Afghan nationals
travelled from across Pak-
istani cities to reach the
border crossing, officials in
Pakistan said. The dead-
line imposed by Pakistan
for deportation or forced
removal of all undocu-
mented immigrants, includ-
ing Afghan nationals who
had fled the Taliban, ex-
pired a few days back.

Corona infection- vac-
cine has nothing to do
with heart attack

Corona infection and co-
rona vaccine have nothing
to do with heart attack or
cardiac arrest. Heart attack
was found to be the cause
of sudden death only in a
few cases. Therefore peo-
ple do not need to panic.
According to the experts
people should know the
reasons behind these
heart attacks and they
must be aware of real
facts. In a press confer-
ence organized by the
Health and Family Welfare
Department and UN Mehta
Institute of Cardiology and
Research Centre, these
doctors talked about heart
related diseases, cases re-
lated to heart diseases in
youth, precautions and
care and many misconcep-
tions in this regard.

Dr. Chirag Joshi, Director
of UN Mehta Hospital, said
that there can be many
reasons for sudden death
in any person. Not every
sudden death is cardiac
death.

Cardiologist Dr. Bhavesh
Roy said that the rate of
heart attack has increased
among the youth today.
The biggest change is tak-
ing place in lifestyle today.
Due to this also, more
cases of heart attack are
being seen.
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Parkinson’s patient able to walk 6km without

The first patient to receive a
spinal implant to treat ad-
vanced Parkinson’s dis-
ease has described
experiencing “a rebirth”
after the treatment allowed
him to walk again without
falling over.

Marc, 63, from Bordeaux,
France, was diagnosed
with the degenerative dis-
ease more than 20 years
ago and had developed se-
vere mobility problems, in-
cluding balance
impairments and freezing of
gait. After receiving the im-
plant, which aims to restore
normal signalling to the leg
muscles from the spine, he
has been able to walk more
normally and regained his
independence.

‘Il practically could not walk
any more without falling fre-
quently, several times a
day. In some situations,
such as entering a lift, I'd
trample on the spot, as
though | was frozen there,
you might say,” he said.
‘Right now, I'm not even
afraid of the stairs any
more. Every Sunday | go to
the lake, and | walk around
6 kilometres [3.7 miles]. It's
incredible.”

problems after spinal implant

Gert-dJan Oskam walks

using an aid

Paralysed man walks using

device that reconnects

brain with muscles
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The implant is yet to be
tested in a full clinical trial.
But the Swiss team, who
have a longstanding pro-
gramme to develop brain-

machine interfaces to
overcome paralysis, hope
that their technology could
offer an entirely new ap-
proach to treating move-
ment deficits in those with
Parkinson’s disease.

“It is impressive to see how
by electrically stimulating
the spinal cord in a targeted
manner, in the same way
as we have done with para-
plegic patients, we can cor-
rect walking disorders
caused by Parkinson’s dis-

ease,” said Jocelyne Bloch,
neurosurgeon and profes-
sor at the CHUV Lausanne
University hospital, who co-
led the work.

L
Representative picture

Parkinson’s disease s
caused by the progressive
loss of dopamine-producing
neurons. For about 90% of
patients with advanced ill-
ness, this leads to difficul-
ties with walking, including
balance deficits and freez-
ing of gait. Conventional
treatments, such as the
drug Levodopa, can im-
prove symptoms but are
unable to completely re-
store normal movement.
The implant aims to over-
come this by directly target-
ing the spinal area
responsible for activating
leg muscles during walking.
First, the team developed a

personalised anatomical
map of Marc’s spinal cord
that identified the precise
locations that were involved
in signalling to the leg to
move. Electrodes were
then implanted at these lo-
cations, allowing stimula-
tion to be delivered directly
into the spine.

The patient wears a move-
ment sensor on each leg
and when walking is initi-
ated the implant automati-
cally switches on and
begins delivering pulses of
stimulation to the spinal
neurons. The aim is to cor-
rect abnormal signals that
are sent from the brain,
down the spine, to the legs
in order to restore normal
movement. “At no point is
[the patient] controlled by
the machine,” said Prof Ed-
uardo Martin Moraud, of
Lausanne University hospi-
tal. “It's just enhancing his
capacity to walk.”

The study, published in Na-
ture Medicine, found that
the implant improved walk-
ing and balance deficits and
when Marc’s walking was
analysed it more closely re-
sembled that of healthy
controls than that of other

Parkinson’s patients. Marc
also reported significant im-
provements in his quality of
life.

The authors said a full clin-
ical trial was needed to
demonstrate clinical effi-
cacy and have enrolled a
further six patients to as-
sess whether the apparent
benefits are replicated. “At
this stage it’s a proof of con-
cept,” said Prof Gregoire
Courtine, a neuroscientist
at EPFL, who co-led the
work. “Of course it's not to-
morrow, it will be at least
five years of development
and testing.”

Prof Karunesh Ganguly, a
neurologist at University of
California San Francisco,
who was not involved in the
work, said: “This study de-
scribes a new approach for
modulating the spinal cord
in order to improve gait in
Parkinson’s disease [and
the] treatment can also po-
tentially address freezing of
gait, which is currently hard
to treat. It will be exciting to
see how this generalises to
a larger population of pa-
tients.”

~The Guardian

DEFEATING DENGUE - PREVENTION

Dengue fever is a sickness
caused by a virus carried by
certain mosquitoes. It's
becoming more common in
many warm places. In this
article, we'll talk about what
dengue is, what causes it,
the signs you should watch
for, how to stop it, and why
it's important to get help
early if you get sick.

What Is Dengue?

Dengue happens when you
get bitten by mosquitoes
infected with the dengue
virus. These mosquitoes
are usually active in the
daytime. So, they can be a
big problem in areas where
people live and work..
Sometimes, it's not too bad,
like having a fever. But
other times, it can be very
serious, making you very
sick.

Signs of Dengue

If you catch dengue, you'll
start feeling sick about 4 to
10 days after the mosquito
bite. Look out for these
common signs:

High Fever: Your body
temperature goes up a lot
and intense headache.
Pain Behind Your Eyes: It's
like your eyes hurt.

Muscle and Joint Pain: Your
muscles and joints (like
knees and elbows) can
hurt.

Skin Rash: You might get
red spots on your skin.
Bleeding: Your nose or
gums might start bleeding.
Tummy Troubles: You might
feel sick to your stomach
and throw up.

Vomiting: You may throw up
what you eat.

Remember, dengue can
start mild but also get

very bad, even causing
bleeding inside your body.
It's important to catch it
early to get the right
treatment.

How to Avoid Dengue
Preventing dengue is really
important, especially in
places where the virus is
common. Here are some
simple ways to protect
yourself:

Fight Mosquitoes: Get rid of
places where mosquitoes
can lay eggs, like empty

IS BETTER THAN CURE

containers with water, and
use mosquito nets or
screens on doors and win-
dows.

Use Bug Spray: Apply bug
spray on your skin with
ingredients like DEET or pi-
caridin when you're outside,

especially when
mosquitoes are  most
active.

Wear Long Clothes: Put on
long-sleeved shirts, long
pants, and socks to cover
your skin.

Stay Inside: Mosquitoes are
most active in the early
morning and late afternoon,
so try to stay indoors during
those times.

Help Your Community:
Work together with your
neighbors to reduce mos-
quito breeding places.
Getting Help and Treatment
If you start feeling sick with

dengue symptoms, see a
doctor right away. better.
Doctors can tell if you have
dengue by looking at your
symptoms and doing tests
on your blood. There's no
special medicine  for
dengue, but doctors can
help you feel better.

Stay hydrated, rest, and
take pain relievers (with
your doctor's advice) to
manage fever and pain. If
you have severe dengue,
you may have to remain in
the hospital for careful mon-

itoring.
Conclusion
Dengue is a common

health problem, and it's
spreading in many warm
places. Preventing mos-
quito bites and getting
medical help early if you're
sick are crucial.
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